TEODORA JABLONSKAITE
(Lithuania, August 3, 1914 - Panevézys, Lithuania, February 9, 1980)

Teodora Jablonskaité, also referred to in
some documents as Dora Jablonskaja,
was born in 1914 in Lithuania. Her
family was based in Panevézys region
and engaged in various activities in
the surrounding areas. Jablonskaité’s
parents owned a horse-drawn carriage
which allowed them to travel in search
of economic opportunities. Her father
was a horse trader, working in different
villages, while her mother took care of
the household and occasionally read
tarot cards’.

In January 1943, Jablonskaité and her
family were arrested in their home in
Panevézys and taken to Pravieniskés
Concentration Camp. Her mother and
aunt were killed there in April 19432
After some time, Jablonskaité was
relocated from PravieniSkés to several
unspecified labour camps across
France and was eventually transferred
Teodora Jablonskaité in 1960. to a concentration camp in Germany.
© T. Orlovskaja, published by V. Beinortiené in Panevézio
Both before her arrest and during her
imprisonment in PravieniSkeés forced labour camp, Jablonskaité’s acts of selfless bravery
saved children from the Nazis by hiding them. Based on the available information,
Jablonskaité likely saved both Roma and non-Roma children, since she began her
heroic activities before Lithuanian Roma were subjected to heavy Nazi persecution in early
1943.

Her daughter, Grafiné Jablonskaité, remembers, “My mother rescued children who were not
her own, she would take them in, sometimes even forge documents proving that they were
her children, thus saving their lives. When Roma travel, they always carry big pillows with
them. My mother would put a tiny child inside of a pillow and pass by the Nazis; this is how
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she would save their lives.”

While in Pravieniskés Concentration Camp, Jablonskaité risked her life to save young
children, who, along with the elderly, were regularly exterminated by the Nazi soldiers
because they were unable to work.

Although the fate of the children rescued by Jablonskaité remains largely unknown, we now
know of one instance where a child rescued by her from Nazis survived into adulthood.
Steponas Arlavicius, also known as Gadzioro (born in 1940 and died in 1987 in Lithuania),
survived the PravieniSkés concentration camp thanks to Jablonskaité hiding him, as a
toddler, in a feather pillow*.

After the Second World War, Jablonskaité returned to Lithuania and tried to adopt the
daughter of her sister, who was killed in Pravieniskés. Sadly, the local authorities in Soviet-
occupied Lithuania did not permit it°. Jablonskaité died in 1980 in Panevézys. She is buried
in Panevézys Christ the King Cathedral Cemetery with her husband, Jurgis Orlovskis, and
their two sons®.

ars

was killed in PravieniSkés camp in 1943, was honoured by installing a Stolperstein, a
commemorative brass plaque, in the pavement of the street where she lived (J. TilvyCio str.
1, Panevézys)’. Jablonskaité’s life story, however, has not been commemorated.
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