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PRESS RELEASE

Amid rising Anti-Gypsyism in Europe, German Foreign
Minister Heiko Maas opens FUTUROMA Exhibition at the 58
La Biennale di Venezia

58. Esposizione
Internazionale
d’Arte

Eventi Collaterali

Venice, May 10" 2019

German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas opened this afternoon the
Roma exhibition FUTUROMA, an official Collateral Event of the
La 58 Biennale di Venezia, highlighting the importance of the Roma
minority as an example for a united Europe.

commissioned by ERIAC (the European Roma Institute for Arts and Culture) and
curated by Daniel Baker, displays some of the finest contemporary visual artists of the
European Roma community. In times of rising nationalism, the weakening of the EU

and the rise of anti-gypsyism in many European countries, FUTUROMA sets a counterpoint by showing
creativity, solidarity and joint identity as an integrative power of the largest European minority.
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The opening ceremony was attended by international politicians, diplomats and distinguished
personalities from the fields of arts, culture and science. Amongst them, German Minister of State
Michelle Muntefering, the President of the Open Society Foundation (OSF) Patrick Gaspard and
Director of Democracy of the Council of Europe Samardzi¢-Markovié, attended the event. Numerous
Roma community members joined the opening celebration at the Palazzo Cavalli Franchetti in Venice.

While FUTUROMA marks the third time Romani artists are presented in the Biennale Arte, it is the
first time the initiative is led by Roma themselves. The multinational, multilingual, multireligious and
transnational Roma community of over 12 million across Europe does not fit into the narratives of the
national pavilions. Romani arts so far remained invisible to the majority audiences. FUTUROMA thus
sets a strong signal in striving for a permanent presence at the world’s most prestigious contemporary
arts event.

Moreover, with the European Parliament elections on the horizon but faced with discrimination,
marginalization and physical threats on an almost daily basis, Roma represent a powerful reminder of
the importance of the European project, reinforcing a sense of unity and solidarity beyond the national
boundaries. In his opening address Minister Mass emphasized that:

“The Roma arts and culture gives me hope for the Europe of the future. Their culture is part of

our European DNA. For centuries they created human links between the countries of Europe.
Roma have never been tied by national borders. And at a time when nationalism is on the rise
this is more precious than ever.”

While the media tend to speak of Roma as a problem, FUTUROMA offers a narrative of belonging,
achievements, beauty and talent. Timea Junghaus, executive director of the ERIAC and acting as
commissioner for the exhibition further adds that:

“Roma presence at the Biennale unveils the pedagogy of how inspiring, fertile and
transformative it is to think beyond national representations. The Roma exhibition demonstrates
how to create a space for trans-national alliances.”

FUTUROMA brings to the attention of the European audiences the centuries-long Roma knowledge,
traditions and crafts in their modern version using the language of contemporary art, in order to lobby
for permanent inclusion of Roma artists in national and international contemporary art scenes. Patrick
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Gaspard, president of the Open Society Foundation which is a long-time supporter of the Roma in
Europe and is one of the founding member of ERIAC, made this point by saying:

“The Roma exhibit, because of the lack of geographic anchoring is on the margin of the
Biennale. It is not to suggest this is not a day for celebration, a day for uplift — it is all of that.
But I want us not to lose the perspective of the advocacy of ERIAC - to not be on the periphery
but be centered in the Biennale and to be centered in those cultural institutions.”

Officially inaugurated on May 10th, FUTUROMA can be visited until November 24th in Venice,
(Fondamenta Zattere Allo Spirito Santo, 417).

ABOUT FUTUROMA:

FUTUROMA is a groundbreaking contemporary exhibition gathering works by 14 Romani artists from
8 countries, ranging from 27 to 94 years old. Deeply rooted in the past but projected onto the future, the
works on show propose an alternative vision of the here and now of the Roma community re-interpreting
its traditions and collective past while highlighting the belonging and contributions of Roma as citizens
of Europe and integral parts of the national cultural landscapes. FUTUROMA draws upon aspects of
Afrofuturism to explore Roma contemporary art’s role in defining, reflecting and influencing Roma
culture. The exhibition offers new and spontaneous re-interpretations of Roma past, present and futures
via a fusion of the traditional and the futuristic in order to critique the current situation for Roma people
and to re-examine historical events.

Exhibiting artists: )

Celia Baker | Jan Berky | Marcus-Gunnar Pettersson | Odon Gyugyi | Billy Kerry | Klara Lakatos |
Delaine Le Bas | Valérie Leray | Emilia Rigova | Markéta Sestakova | Selma Selman | Dan Turner |
Alfred Ullrich | L&szl6 Varga

ABOUT THE COMMISSIONER:

FUTUROMA is commissioned by The European Roma Institute for Arts and Culture, e.V. (ERIAC).
ERIAC was officially established on 07 June 2017, in Berlin, Germany. The Institute is a joint initiative
of the Council of Europe (CoE), the Open Society Foundations (OSF), and the Roma leaders’ initiative
- the Alliance for the European Roma Institute. ERIAC has a unique mandate as the first transnational
organization for the recognition of Roma arts and culture. The Institute functions as a transnational
creative hub, supporting the exchange of creative ideas across borders, cultural domains, and Romani
identities. ERIAC highlights the numerous and multifaceted contributes of Romani contributions to
European culture, talent, success, and achievement, as well as documents the historical experiences of
Romani people across Europe.
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